An overview of Western blotting for determining antibody specificities for immunohistochemistry.
Despite its overall simplicity, protein blotting or Western blotting has been proven to be a powerful procedure for the immunodetection of proteins, especially those that are of low abundance, following electrophoresis. The usefulness of this procedure stems from its ability to provide simultaneous resolution of multiple immunogenic antigens within a sample for detection by specific antibodies. Protein blotting has evolved greatly since its inception and researchers have a variety of ways and means to carry out this transfer. This procedure is used in combination with other important antibody-based detection methods such as enzyme-linked immunosorbant assay and immunohistochemistry to provide confirmation of results both in research and diagnostic testing. Specificity of antibodies used for immunohistochemistry is of critical importance and therefore Western blot is a "must" to address antibodies' specificity.